
Predictors of usefulness:  Interactive Case Studies
Logistic regression analysis revealed that respondents who 
benefited most from ICS were more likely to: i) be non-school 
leavers; ii) use other than the English language; iii) have low GPA; iv) 
have high self-efficacy; and v) have high task-value (Table 2).  

Students who benefited most from using the ICS in preparing them 
for their first clinical placement experience were those who were 
more engaged and motivated as reflected by their high task-value 
and self-efficacy. 
This study also indicated that those who were more likely to need 
additional preparatory support for clinical placement (e.g. non-school 
leavers, non-native English speakers, lower GPA), were also those 
who reported the usefulness of the ICS, indicating targeted resource 
development design that matched students’ needs promoted a more 
positive learning experience, and may also improve academic and 
clinical performance.
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Preparing students for their first clinical practicum is essential in 
undergraduate nursing courses. Selecting effective teaching and 
learning methods taking into consideration student diversity has 
been shown to impact positively on the student experience (Koch et 
al., 2015).

Aim
The study examined the influence of three interactive case studies 
(ICS) developed for nursing students. In particular, the study sought 
to examine the profile of students who benefited most  from these 
interactive case studies.

Using a descriptive survey design, the study measured the self-
efficacy, task value (Pintrich et al., 1991), English language usage 
(Salamonson et al., 2014), and age of first year nursing students in 
Semester 2 of a 3-year program. Students’ Grade Point Average 
(GPA) was also collected at the end of the semester. Usefulness of 
the interactive case studies (ICS) was assessed using a 10-item 
investigator developed scale (Cronbach’s alpha: 0.97). 

This study was approved by the University Human Ethics Committee. 
A p value of < 0.05 was considered as statistically significant.  

In total, 717 first year nursing students completed the survey and 
provided consent for their completed survey to be linked to 
University administrative data. 
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