School leavers and access to tertiary studies.

Helen Anderson

Manukau Institute of Technology

This session will present data from New Zealand Polytechnics regarding their interface with their neighbouring secondary schools in terms of curriculum alignment. The data has been collected as part of the development of a project designed to describe the current interface and to generate solutions to areas of misalignment. This project investigates articulation issues in the New Zealand  education system and contributes empirical data to access and equity debates. Participants will be provided with a set of data to consider in the session and a paper will be available.

Background

During the 1990s there was significant development in New Zealand secondary schools of provisions for a wider group of students than the traditional Bursary to University stream. These developments have been innovative and wide ranging in content and form. At the same time Polytechnics have widened their offerings in response to the changing nature of education and training needs, a shift to much higher participation in tertiary education and the opening of tertiary education to market forces. These changes in both sectors have occurred rapidly and frequently without across-sector  co-ordination.

The effects of these changes have been to generate greater opportunities for tertiary education and workforce participation for many students and to act as barriers for others. This is seen in the frequent misalignment of secondary and tertiary study and the lack of clarity in the pathways into tertiary study for students and their teachers (and in 

Polytechnics).


The key issues are: 

· The link between education, employment and access to income,

· The flow –on effects of tertiary study for economic and social development. 

· The role Polytechnics can play in facilitating transition from school to tertiary study

Curriculum alignment defined

Curriculum alignment refers to collaboration between secondary schools and tertiary providers with regard to curriculum pathways. The first step is to identify curriculum strands which are common to both.  This is followed by definition of the pathways between schools and tertiary institutions. Next, anomalies and misalignments are identified. The resolution of these anomalies is then negotiated to remove barriers to progression to tertiary study. The basic principle of negotiation is that the curriculum interface between schools and tertiary institutions becomes aligned and clearly communicated for mutual benefit. 

The Project

The curriculum alignment project based on the principles noted in the definition above has been in operation at Manukau Institute of Technology since 2002. The model for this project has now been adopted for a national curriculum alignment project funded by the Tertiary Education Commission.

The model involves close collaboration between secondary schools and their neighbouring polytechnics to establish clear pathways based in curriculum for students transiting from secondary to tertiary education. These pathways are established by detailed discussion among the teachers from each sector to plan what will be taught, where the entry points are for tertiary qualifications and how credit can be carried from one sector to the next. Impacts on the quality of participation for students transiting outside the traditional bursary to university track are considered in the research accompanying the alignment project.
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