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The internationalisation of campuses is leading to new challenges. How do we deal with the individual needs and social backgrounds of International students, while promoting integration into the host culture? The presenter will introduce a course designed for International students studying at a Japanese institution. The course is a 6-unit series integrated into the Japanese language courses. Participants will be asked to comment on the goals and methods of the course. 

In an attempt to maintain student numbers in the face of population declines many Japanese universities are aggressively recruiting from overseas. While this results in a diverse student population, it potentially results in ghettoization of students based on ethnic background, nationality, or linguistic competence. Excluding students, not only from the host culture, but also from other groups within the foreign student community. 

This session will introduce a six-unit course aimed at addressing this concern by focusing on three objectives. Past analysis of International students indicates that they have problems not with the host culture as a whole, as they integrate well outside the educational setting, but specifically with the students from the host culture at the university. Based on this, it was concluded that the first objective of the course would be to develop an awareness of the host-culture student experience. Secondly, raising the awareness of other cultures and personal experiences within the foreign student community was stated as an objective. It was hoped that this increases the focus on the recognition of the 'sameness' of foreign students, rather than the 'differences' of cultures, language, and nationality. Finally, in a preventive frame of mind, the course hoped to target common problems for foreign students, and address possible solutions. Thus reducing the normal decrease over time in foreign students' grades and attendance.

The presenter will provide the syllabus for the course, briefly review the academic setting, and the teaching style used. The participants will be invited to provide critical assessment based on the three objectives, as well as share any views based on their experience.

