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In a recent involvement with NESB international students in their first year of study at an Australian university, certain issues have emerged. In the beginning of the semester an acprep course for international students targeting NESB international students was organised and a follow up session, in a bid to connect with those students as well as to evaluate the usefulness of the programme was announced. Aspects of their academic needs which were met and other factors which were beyond a LAS advisor’s capacity to address were identified. 
The purpose of this round table discussion is to have a dialogue among similar minded colleagues sharing ideas on the above topic.  To start the session the presenter will give a short presentation on an academic preparation programme and follow up session, especially targeting NESB international students. The issues to emerge from the programme and especially from the follow up session will be used to trigger discussion; and at this stage participants will be invited to share thoughts on these issues and their institutions’ experiences with such endeavours. It is hoped that the discussion will contribute to the discourse that universities involved in the internationalisation of higher education need to take their side of the bargain earnestly.
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