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Study Groups are a popular strategy for assisting new students to interact with their peers and engage with their studies, as a means of assisting their successful transition to tertiary studies. However, it is our experience that study groups facilitated by the department/faculty vary in their persistence across the semester. Through thorough and targeted evaluation, we have identified factors involved in the failure to persist and this year have implemented structural improvements in the delivery of study groups in our Science 101 transition program. Information about our study group formation, administration, organization, facilitator training, structure and resourcing will be presented. This session will also report on the changes which we instituted this year and present the results and evaluation for Semester 1 2004. We would then like participants to share in a discussion about successful strategies and ongoing formative evaluation of study groups. 

Session outline:

Questions and comments will be encouraged throughout the session. Copies of all relevant document will be shared with the participants.

1. Brief outline of the structure, organisation and administration of study groups in Science 101

· timetabling

· facilitator recruitment and training

· evaluation and review

· planning and implementing improvements

2. Presentation of summarized evaluation results which led to the changes we have implemented

· Student evaluations

· Facilitator feedback

· Focus group information

· Staff feedback

· Study group think tank

3. The implementation of the changes

· Training and structure

4. Evaluation

· Results from all stakeholders

5. Where to from here? Discussion with participants – example questions:

· What are the major obstacles to be overcome and how can we tackle them?

· How can we weigh the benefits of study groups against the costs (time/effort)?

· How can study groups best serve the specific course and student cohort?

