‘Student Talk: Practising Diversity’ a teaching tool for first year students.

The current impulse to increase overseas non-HECS based enrolments within Australian universities has occurred within the context of corporatisation and the perception of the student as client. We would argue that cultural diversity imagined as nationality alone is reduced to a focus on economic value to the detriment of cultural value. What we risk here is the loss of the idea of the culturally diverse university as a deeply ethical and cultural space. 

Included in our concept of cultural diversity are multiple cultural differences, such as age, gender, sexuality, class, ethnicity and (dis)ability.  

The three primary questions we would like to raise in this workshop are: 

‘How do we as educators imagine a culturally diverse community of scholars?’

‘How might valuing students’ experiences of diversity impact upon this imagining?’

And

‘How might these imaginings impact upon the everyday social and pedagogical practices of the university?’ 

In order to address some of these questions in the School of Arts at Southern Cross University we decided to undertake an equity project which we call ‘Student Talk: Cultural Diversity at Southern Cross University’. This educational package has the potential to be a useful tool for staff wishing to increase the inclusivity of their pedagogical practices. It has also been used successfully as an educational resource for first year students. 

‘Students Talk ‘consists of a CD Rom, an accompanying booklet and a website with a discussion list. The CD Rom includes a vox pop of questions / answers in which a culturally diverse group of undergraduate arts students talk about notions of 'belonging' to their university - in both social and pedagogical spaces.

Our plan is to demonstrate this package and ask for feedback / ideas for further development of such experientially informed teaching / learning strategies. We anticipate that this feedback will occur in the context of the questions posed above.
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