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This session offers some useful tools for academic student support staff to assist develop academic writing skills. While there are many good study skills resources available to assist students develop academic writing skills, none are designed from the perspective of international and Australian Indigenous students whose approaches to knowledge and communication differ from that presented in Western systems. This session will demonstrate a tripartite approach to developing academic writing skills and identify the steps in the process. It will show that these steps are in essence organic and reflective of contextual modes of thinking. The approach used enables studentsí to engage in academic writing and allows them to self-identify progress toward a finished piece of work, articulate the stage at which they are having problems and when to seek support from study skills advisers. Our experience with students who have used this approach has shown an improvement in academic writing and increased confidence in their ability to make the transition to Western tertiary education.

The presentation focuses on the following points:

Addressing the concerns of students in terms of assistance with academic writing to enhance their overall academic performance with attendant increase in their confidence. 

This is particularly relevant to those less familiar with English language structure and use, such as the many of international and Indigenous Australian students in the Australian tertiary education system, who are intimidated by the reading loads required and writing using academic language. 

The authors ë approach involves a process of establishing what is known and creating a process of identifying and resolving the unknown.

The approach also provides a useful tool for academic support staff as the student can be engaged in the process and learn to identify their own progress toward completing a piece of academic work. 

The approaches presuppose no prior knowledge of Western academic writing.

The following key questions will be used to direct the discussion

· Do participants use contextual or concrete approaches to teaching academic writing?

· Do participants believe that our approach could be used with their international and indigenous students and why?

· Do participants believe that the approach under discussion could be modified to improve its effectiveness and how?

· Do participants see any potential limitations in this approach?

· Given the diversity of the students in terms of their abilities, how could we assess the effectiveness of the approach?
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