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The rationale for implementing 
graduate attributes in first year 

•  Organic/osmosis mentality is not enough 
•  Motivation theory supports having clear goals 

and a defined process towards attainment  
•  Foundational learning begins in first year, and so 

should foundational graduate attribute 
development 

•  It makes legal educators work in teams rather 
than subject ‘silos’ which has quality outcomes 



Implementation 

•  Threshold issues –  
 stand-alone subject or curriculum-integrated 

approach? (or self driven?) 
 specialist staff or all staff? 

•  Pedagogically sound approach to combine 
embedding in subjects with self-driven 
engagement and development 



Embedded in first year subjects 

•  School/faculty develops discipline specific 
attributes, maps across course, decides 
which attributes developed in first year and 
to what level 

•  First year teachers negotiate which 
attributes to develop in which first year 
subjects: teach, practice, assess 



Embedded in first year  
subject materials 

• Teaching and learning 
materials must support both 
content and attribute 
development 

• Text design, approach and 
style need to take into 
account the readership 



‘It is better to use a first 
year text to engage and 
inspire students than to  

scare the hell out of them’ 

















Self-driven graduate attribute 
engagement and development 

•  Self-paced workbook: 
–  Explanation of graduate attributes 
–  Benchmarking 
–  Entry level exercises to deepen understanding 
–  Map of attribute development across the course 

•  Ideally backed up with online portal with 
materials for each year/stage in the course 
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Discussion 

 General issue of graduate attributes in first 
year 

 Strategies for implementation – scaffolding 
of materials, and self-driven strategies 

 Other issues? 


